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NSIP LONI (03/12) 

Technical Services 

Natural England 

First Floor 

Temple Quay House 

2 The Square 

Bristol, BS1 6EB 

 

T 0845 6014523 

F 0845 6013438 

E eps.mitigation@ 

naturalengland.org.uk 

 
 

Dear Mr Stevenson,

DRAFT MITIGATION LICENCE APPLICATION STATUS: INITIAL DRAFT APPLICATION  

LEGISLATION: THE PROTECTION OF BADGERS ACT 1992 (as amended) 
NSIP:  KEUPER GAS STORAGE PROJECT, CHESHIRE 
SPECIES: BADGERS (Meles meles) 
         

 
Thank you for your initial draft badger mitigation licence application in association with the 
above NSIP site, received in this office on the 14th January 2016 and I apologise for the delay in 
issuing our response. As stated in our published guidance, once Natural England is content that 
the draft licence application is of the required standard, we will issue a ‘letter of no impediment’. 
This is designed to provide the Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State with 
confidence that the competent licensing authority sees no impediment to issuing a licence in 
future, based on information assessed to date in respect of these proposals.  
 
Assessment 
 
Following our assessment of the draft application documents, I can now confirm that, on the 
basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no impediment to a 
licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.  
 
However, should the DCO be granted, please note that an up to date badger survey must be 
carried out to ensure that the proposed mitigation strategy remains suitable or adjusted as 
appropriate and the updated survey report and method statement submitted to Natural England 
to support a formal licence application. Ideally the updated surveys would be undertaken within 
six months, but no later than 12 months, prior to development works commencing.  
 
If there is any aspect of the above that is not clear to you and you wish to discuss it with the 
Wildlife Adviser who assessed the method statement, please contact Karen Gribbin on 0300 
060 0008 or by email at: Karen.L.Gribbin@naturalengland.org.uk.  
 
Next Steps 
 
Should the DCO be granted then the mitigation licence application must be formally submitted 
to Natural England. At this stage any modifications to the timings of the proposed works, e.g. 
due to ecological requirements of the species concerned, must be made and agreed with 
Natural England before a licence is granted. Please note that there will be no charge for the 

Date: 03 March 2016 

Our ref: 2016-19845-SPM-NSIP1 

(NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE 

PROJECT) 

  

 

  

Mr R Stevenson   

Project Manager  

Keuper Gas Storage Ltd  

 

Sent by e-mail only 

 

 

 

  
 





Annex - Guidance for providing further information or formally submitting the 
licence application. 
 

 
Important note: when submitting your formal application please mark all 
correspondence ‘2016-19845-SPM-NSIP1 KEUPER GAS STORAGE PROJECT 
(BADGERS)’. 
 

 
 

Submitting Documents. 
 
Documents must be sent to the Customer Services Wildlife Licensing (postal and email address 
at the top of this letter). 
 
 

Changes to Documents –Reasoned Statement/Method Statement. 
 

Changes must be identified using one or more of the following methods:  

 underline new text/strikeout deleted text; 

 use different font colour;   

 block-coloured text, or all the above.   
 
 

Method Statement 
 
When submitting a revised Method Statement please send us one copy on CD, or by e-mail if 
less than 5MB in size, or alternatively three paper copies.  The method statement should be 
submitted in its entirety including all figures, appendices, supporting documents. Sections of this 
document form part of the licence; please do not send the amended sections in isolation.  

 
 



 

Customer Feedback – EPS Mitigation Licensing 

To help us improve our service please complete the following questionnaire and 

return to:  

Customer Services, Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB.  

Fax:  0845 6013438  or email to wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk  

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/default.aspx 

 

Natural England Reference Number (optional):   

      

Please tick to 

indicate your role: 

Consultant   

Developer (Applicant/Licensee)  

 

 

1. How easy was it to get in contact with the Wildlife Management & Licensing team of Natural England? 

Difficult (1) OK (2) Easy (3) Very Easy (4) 

    

If 1 please specify who you initially contacted in relation to your issue/enquiry? 

      

2. Please tell us how aware you were (BEFORE you contacted us) of wildlife legislation and what it does/does 

not permit in relation to your enquiry?   

Unaware (1) Very Limited Awareness (2) Partially Aware (3) Fully Aware (4) 

    
 

3. How would you rate the service provided by Natural England? 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Not 

applicable  1 2 3 4 

Ease of completion of application      

Advice provided by telephone (if applicable)      

Our web site (if applicable)      

Clarity and usefulness of published guidance      

Helpfulness and politeness of staff       

Advice and clarity of explanations provided during Method 

Statement assessment 
     

Advice and clarity of explanations provided during Reasoned 

Statement assessment  
     

Speed of process       

Overall service      

If 1 or 2 to any of the above please specify why: 

      

4. Was your issue/enquiry resolved by the activity authorised under licence or advice provided by us? 

Fully Partially Unresolved 

   

If not fully resolved please state what you think could have been done instead (note legislation affects which actions can 

be licensed): 

      

5. Was there a public reaction to any action taken under the licence or as a result of our advice? 

Positive support No reaction Negative reaction 

   

6. Would you use a fully online licensing service if it could be made available in the future? 

Definitely Possibly Unlikely No  

    

7. Do you have any further comments to make or suggestions for improving our service, if yes please specify 

(continue comments on an additional sheet if necessary). If you are happy to be contacted at a later date to 

explore possible improvement options, please tick this box  and ensure your Natural England reference 

number is at the top of this page. 
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The information and advice contained in this report has been prepared and provided in 

accordance with the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s Code 

of Professional Conduct.  We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and 

professional bona fide opinions. 
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*© Crown copyright and database rights 2015 Ordnance Survey 

1.3 Planning / Legislatory Context 

Badgers and their setts are fully protected under Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and under 

the Act it is illegal to: 

• Wilfully kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger (or to attempt any of 

these things); and 

• Intentionally or recklessly interfere with a badger sett. 

Sett interference includes damaging or destroying a sett, obstructing access to a sett and 

disturbing a badger whilst it is occupying a sett.  The Act defines a badger sett as:  

“…any structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a 

badger”. 

The use of the term “current use” is key here, as badger setts are only protected whilst they 

are occupied by badgers.  Disused setts do not receive legal protection, although in relation 

to planning and development, it is expected that any assessment of whether or not a sett is 

occupied at any given time will be made by a suitably competent person, for example an 

experienced ecologist. 

The purpose of the Act was primarily to combat badger baiting rather than to address 

concern over the conservation status of this mammal; however, the restrictions contained 

within the Act apply more widely and therefore do have relevance to developers.  In these 

circumstances a licence is required from Natural England to permit lawful activities (such as 

construction with planning consent) that would otherwise constitute an offence under the 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and mitigation and/or compensatory measures will normally 

be required to ensure that impacts on the affected badger social group are minimised. 
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2 BADGER SURVEY DATA 

2.1 Survey Method 

All suitable habitats were surveyed for evidence of badgers during June 2014.  Following 

standard methodology (Harris et al, 1989), where setts were discovered the number of 

entrance holes was recorded with each described as follows: 

• Active – entrance hole clear of debris & vegetation, evidence of current occupation 

by badgers 

• Partially used – entrance hole intact but obscured by leaves, twigs and other small 

debris or vegetation.  No evidence of current occupation by badgers but requiring no 

significant clearance to make it habitable. 

• Disused – entrance hole partially / wholly collapsed or blocked with larger debris, 

requiring significant clearance to make it habitable.  

Based on the number of entrances, sett location and evidence of badger activity, any setts 

discovered were categorised as follows: 

• Main –breeding site and main residence of the badger clan, typically many entrance 

holes with large spoil heaps and well-worn pathways between entrances.  Usually 

occupied continuously throughout the year. 

• Annexe – close to main sett and usually linked by well-worn pathways.  May or may 

not be occupied continuously. 

• Subsidiary – smaller sett, usually at least 50m from main sett, may or may not have 

obvious pathways, not occupied continuously. 

• Outlier – small sett with usually just one or two entrance holes, typically small spoil 

heaps and no obvious pathways linking to another sett.  Occupied sporadically. 

Field signs such as latrines, badger hair, footprints, well-worn pathways and snuffle holes 

were also recorded. 

2.2 Surveyors 

Fieldwork was led by ecologist Hazel Robson BSc (Hons) MCIEEM and carried out by a 

team of ecologists employed by Peak Ecology Ltd, see   



ERM01 / Keuper Gas Storage Project  
Method Statement for Badger Sett Closure, Issue 1 

 
 

 

Peak Ecology 
29/04/2015 

Page 4 

 

Table 1 on the following page for details, all of whom are appropriately experienced and 

competent at surveying for badgers.  As members of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM) the team is bound by their professional standards and 

Code of Conduct.   

  


















































